A comparative study on the suppression of peritoneal adhesion formation in the rat.
The importance of periadnexal adhesions as cause in female infertility is widely recognized. The incidence of salpingo-ovariolysis (in the absence of tubal obstruction) has been reported as being 35% of the surgical procedures to promote fertility. In addition, one of the important causes of failure of reconstructive fertility surgery is related to postoperative adhesions (either reformed of formed de novo). Adhesions may encapsulate the ovary and/or the terminal end of the oviduct; they may disturb the physiologic spatial, relationship between the fimbriae and ovary and thus impair ovum pick up. Adhesions may also disturb ovarian function decreasing the number of ovulations. The importance of postoperative adhesions is evident also by the vast numbers of studies, published on this subject in the last decade.